
 

 

DRAFT ANNUAL PLAN  

METHVEN 2022/23 

 

EVERY YEAR WE REVIEW OUR ANNUAL PLAN WHICH IS LARGELY BASED FROM A TEN YEAR LONG-TERM 

PLAN (LTP). IT PROVIDES AN UPDATE ON ANY VARIATIONS FROM THE LONG-TERM PLAN, WHAT WE 

INTEND TO DELIVER, HOW MUCH IT WILL COST, AND HOW WE INTEND TO PAY FOR IT. 

Due to external pressures, the rates in Methven are proposed to increase more than what we indicated in last year’s Long-

Term Plan (the LTP year 2 increase for Methven was 10.1%). We’ve tried to keep the rates rise as low as possible and so have 

already trimmed budgets, and deferred some capital projects. But some work is critical, like water and roading infrastructure. 

So we’ve put together this document to explain the drivers behind the proposed Methven rate increase, what we’re planning, 

and how you can have your say.  

 

KEY DRIVERS 
Property revaluations  

Every three years, QV review the value of all properties in 

New Zealand. Ours were reviewed last year and have 

resulted in property valuation changes that are higher in 

urban areas and lower in rural areas. It’s important to note 

that higher property valuations do not increase the overall 

amount of rates that we collect, they just help work out 
each property’s specific contribution. 

 

Inflation 

Global economic circumstances exacerbated by Covid-19 

has meant that the cost to purchase goods and services 

has risen sharply in the past year. Like any other business, 

Council has to purchase goods and services to deliver on 

its obligations to the community. 5% of the proposed rate 

increase is due to inflation, whereas in the LTP we had 

used an inflation rate of 2.9% for 2022/23. 

 

Government Regulations 
Government regulations continue to impact across our 

work programme, while we ensure our district has a voice 

on these issues. Part of the government’s three waters 

reforms means increased levels of compliance now, 

before the new three waters entity comes into force. We 

are undertaking significant upgrades to our water 

supplies to ensure we meet the new regulations. 

Check our calculator tool at It's Our Place (itsourplace.nz) 

to see the proposed rates increase for your property.  

 

 

RATES IN METHVEN 

The main drivers for the proposed rate increase are rising inflation and property revaluations in 2021. 

Go to ItsOurPlace.nz > The Costs to use our rates calculator and see specifically what your rates will be next year.  

* Rounded to nearest whole dollar 

Residential Methven  $       350,000  $     2,359  $        435,400  $     2,722  $        363 15.4%  $                7.00 

Commercial Methven  $       861,750  $     3,397  $        961,713  $     3,915  $        518 15.2%  $              10.00 
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SIGNIFICANT EXPENDITURE PLANNED FOR METHVEN 

 2022/23 

Year 2 LTP 

$000 

2022/23 

Annual Plan 

$000 

Drinking Water 

Methven & Methven-Springfield - Membrane treatment plant 4,398 7,127 

Methven Reticulation pressure monitoring 31 32 

Methven Treatment Upgrades - 98 

Methven water supply – watermain renewals 75 121 

Methven-Springfield water supply – rolling PRV renewal programme 77 79 

Wastewater 

Methven CCTV and condition assessment 8 8 

Methven Sewermain renewals / relining 174 92 

Transportation 

Methven footpath reseals 37 36 

Property 

Mt Hutt Memorial Hall – kitchen upgrades 15 16 

 

KEY PROJECTS 

METHVEN DRINKING WATER TRIAL 

Last year we installed drinking water meters in Methven as 

part of a trial to assess the amount of water lost from the 

public and private system. This year, we will be analysing 

the results to guide the potential roll-out of district-wide 

drinking water meters in the future.  

MEMBRANE TREATMENT PLANT UPGRADES 

Last year we investigated the potential for a ‘super’ plant 

for all schemes requiring membrane treatment plant 

upgrades (Mayfield, Methven, Methven-Springfield and 

Mount Somers). This was found not to be a viable option 

for all four schemes, but it was an efficient and effective 

option to combine Methven and Methven-Springfield 

schemes together.  

Planning and design was undertaken last year, and this 

year we will begin construction on one plant for both 

schemes with a budget of $7.1 million. In 2022/23 we 

will review our Revenue and Financing Policy with regard 

to the funding of the new treatment plant. Interest costs 

of $100,000 (~$11/ property) will be met by the water 

group (which currently excludes Methven-Springfield). 

DRINKING WATER UPGRADES 

To achieve compliance with the various components of 

the proposed Drinking Water Quality Assurance Rules that 

take effect from 1 July 2022, Council has taken a proactive 

approach to meeting requirements. Budget has been 

allocated to install new online instrumentation and 

sample bollards on the Methven water supply. 

WATERMAIN RENEWALS 

Methven will receive watermain renewal projects this year 

at parts of Main Street, Melcombe Street & Mackie Street. 

SEWERMAIN RENEWALS 

As part of our ongoing sewer replacement programme, 

the following sewermain renewals and relinings have 

been identified. 

 Forest Drive, Methven 

 Main Street, Methven 

 McDonald Street, Methven 

 

 



 

 

METHVEN COMMUNITY BOARD 

In year 1 of the LTP, Council subsidised the Methven 

Community Board by $25,000 to alleviate the burden on 

Methven ratepayers. In practise this means that 

properties outside of Methven contribute towards the 

Methven Community Board. We propose to do this again 

in this annual plan. 

METHVEN RESERVE BOARD 

Under our Revenue & Finance Policy, our reserve boards 

are funded through targeted general rates. In Methven, 

this means that the Methven Reserve Board is funded 

100% by the Methven community. Given the impact on the 

Methven rates, Council has decided to subsidise the 

Methven Reserves Board 30% of its operating costs 

($7,000) from the rural amenity rate, on the grounds that 

the community outside of Methven also utilised the 

reserve.

RATES IN METHVEN 

In 2021/22 Council made a number decisions to reduce the rate burden for Methven in year 1 of the LTP (see page 21, vol 1 

for more info). This year, Council has proposed the following:

 Continued partial funding of the Methven iHub 

through the District Promotion activity – which is 

funded 50% through the general rate and 50% through 

a targeted rate on commercial properties.  

 Methven Community Pool grant of $15,000 moved to 

the general rate for Year 1. This year the grant returns 

to being a targeted rate on the Methven township.  

 In year 1 $14,000 of targeted rate was removed from 

the Mt Hutt Memorial Hall funding, resulting in the hall 

going into deficit. This deficit will be made up over the 

following three years, hence the increase from $0 in 

the Mt Hutt Memorial Hall rate. 

 Continuing on the decision from last year, Council has 

agreed to again fund $25,000 of the Methven 

Community Board by the general rate rather than the 

Methven township targeted rate (outside the direction 

of the Revenue & Financing Policy)  

 Council has agreed to fund the Methven Reserve Board 

by 30% ($7,000) from the rural amenity rate (outside 

the direction of the Revenue & Financing Policy).  

 

Methven -Residential 

 Actual 
2021/22 

$ 

Annual Plan 
2022/23 

$ 

CAPITAL VALUATION 350,000 435,400 

   

General rate 126 176 

Uniform annual general 
charge 

640 697 

Roading rate 159 189 

Methven amenity rate 235 252 

Methven water supply rate 431 514 

Methven wastewater rate 449 485 

Methven refuse collection 
rate 

225 235 

Methven Community UAC 
Rate 

93 149 

Mt Hutt Memorial Hall Rate - 26 

 2,359 2,722 

 

Methven - Commercial 

 Actual 
2021/22 

$ 

Annual Plan 
2022/23 

$ 

CAPITAL VALUATION 861,750 961,713 

   

General rate 311 389 

Uniform annual general 
charge 

640 697 

Roading rate 392  416 

Methven business amenity 
rate 

277 416 

Methven amenity rate 579 557 

Methven water supply rate 431 514 

Methven wastewater rate 449 485 

Methven refuse collection 
rate 

225 235 

Methven Community UAC 
Rate 

93 149 

Mt Hutt Memorial Hall Rate - 57 

 3,397 3,915 



 

 

HOW DO METHVEN RATES COMPARE WITH OTHERS IN THE DISTRICT? 

The table below compares the average Methven residential rates with the average Ashburton residential rates.  The main 

differences are the Methven community UAC rate and the Mt Hutt Memorial Hall rate which Ashburton residents don’t pay. 

The Ashburton amenity rate includes the cost of the Tinwald Memorial Hall.  The Rural Amenity Rate which the rest of the 

district pays, includes the cost of the rural community halls, neither Ashburton or Methven residents pay this rate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE WANT TO KNOW YOUR THOUGHTS ON OUR PLANS – LET US KNOW BY FRIDAY, 6 MAY, 5PM. 

 

 Methven residential Ashburton residential 

2021 valuation (capital value) $435,400 $441,000 

General rate $176 $178 

Uniform annual general charge (UAGC) $697 $697 

Roading rate $189 $191 

Amenity rate $252 $329 

Water supply rate $514 $514 

Wastewater rate $485 $485 

Refuse collection rate $235 $235 

Methven community UAC rate $149 - 

Mt Hutt Memorial Hall rate $26 - 

 $2,722 $2,629 


