DRAFT ANNUAL PLAN

Have your

Say!

ASHBURTON 2022/23

EVERY YEAR WE REVIEW OUR ANNUAL PLAN WHICH IS LARGELY BASED FROM A TEN YEAR LONGTERM PLAN (LTP). IT PROVIDES AN UPDATE ON ANY VARIATIONS FROM THE LONG-TERM PLAN, WHAT
WE INTEND TO DELIVER, HOW MUCH IT WILL COST, AND HOW WE INTEND TO PAY FOR IT.
Due to external pressures, the rates in urban Ashburton are proposed to increase more than what we indicated in last year’s
Long-Term Plan. We’ve tried to keep the rates rise as low as possible and so have already trimmed budgets, and deferred
some capital projects. But some work is critical, like water and roading infrastructure. So we’ve put together this document
to explain the drivers behind the proposed Ashburton urban rate increase, what we’re planning, and how you can have your
say.
Council has to purchase goods and services to deliver on
its obligations to the community. 5% of the proposed rate
increase is due to inflation, whereas in the LTP we had
used an inflation rate of 2.9% for 2022/23.

KEY DRIVERS
Property revaluations
Every three years, QV review the value of all properties in
New Zealand. Ours were reviewed last year and have
resulted in property valuation changes that are higher in
urban areas and lower in rural areas. It’s important to note
that higher property valuations do not increase the overall
amount of rates that we collect, they just help work out
each property’s specific contribution.

Government Regulations
Government regulations continue to impact across our
work programme, while we ensure our district has a voice
on these issues. Part of the government’s three waters
reforms means increased levels of compliance now,
before the new three waters entity comes into force. We
are undertaking significant upgrades to our water
supplies to ensure we meet the new regulations.

Inflation
Global economic circumstances exacerbated by Covid-19
has meant that the cost to purchase goods and services
has risen sharply in the past year. Like any other business,

Check our calculator tool at It's Our Place (itsourplace.nz) to see the proposed rates increase for your property.

RATES IN ASHBURTON
The main drivers for the proposed rate increase are rising inflation and property revaluations in 2021.
Go to ItsOurPlace.nz > The Costs to use our rates calculator and see specifically what your rates will be next year.
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WE WANT TO KNOW YOUR THOUGHTS ON OUR PLANS – LET US KNOW BY FRIDAY, 6 MAY, 5PM.

SIGNIFICANT EXPENDITURE PLANNED IN ASHBURTON

2022/23
Year 2 LTP
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Ashburton water meter replacements
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Water facilities asset renewals
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51
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Asset renewals
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Wetland cells renewal
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Kerb & channel – Ashburton

116
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New footpaths – Ashburton
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564
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Library

258

283

EA Networks Centre

214
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Drinking water
Filtration & UV disinfection installation
Treatment upgrades

Watermain renewals
Wastewater
Ashburton – NW Ashburton wastewater servicing
Sewermain renewals / relining
CCTV and condition assessment

Ashburton attenuation and treatment facilities
Roading

Ashburton reseals
Property
New Library and Civic Centre building
Balmoral Hall upgrades
Open Spaces & Recreation Facilities
Baring Square East upgrade

KEY PROJECTS
WATER - UV TREATMENT UPGRADES
UV disinfection provides a second barrier to bacterial and
protozoal contamination of the source water in deep
groundwater supplies. This year we will install this on the
Ashburton water supply ($2.3 million).

COMPLIANCE WITH NEW DRINKING WATER
QUALITY RULES
To achieve compliance with the various components of the
proposed Drinking Water Quality Assurance Rules that take
effect from 1 July 2022, Council has taken a proactive approach
to meeting requirements. Budget has been allocated to install
new online instrumentation and sample bollards on the
Ashburton, and further budget has been included for installing
conductivity, pH and turbidity instruments to monitor the raw
water on the Ashburton water treatment plants.

WATERMAIN RENEWALS









Albert Street
Allens Road
Bird Street
Cambridge Street
Cameron Street
Eton Street
Elizabeth Street








Kermode Street
Nixon Street
Princes Street
Rapley Street
Wakanui Road
William Street

CAPTIAL UPGRADE PROGRAMME
We have an extensive 30 + year upgrade programme planned
which involves new and upgraded pipework to provide flood
alleviation and attenuation, and treatment facilities to
improve the quality of the final discharge. This year, we will
progress this plan by designing an attenuation and treatment
facility at the discharge to the Ashburton/Hakatere River, at
West Street. $200,000 has been included in the budget for this
work.

ASHBURTON-TINWALD CONNECTIVITY

We have a notable watermain renewal programme planned for
2022/23 that is part of our ongoing replacement programme
including parts of Chalmers Ave, Elizabeth Street – Grigg
Street, River Terrace, Cass Street, Chalmers Ave & Grove Street.

We are currently working on Stage 2 of the Detailed Business
Case for our planned second bridge off Chalmers Avenue,
Ashburton. We will use the Detailed Business Case to negotiate
funding contributions from Waka Kotahi Transport Agency and
government.

NORTH-WEST
SERVICING

WASTEWATER

ASHBURTON LANDFILL SOUTH WEST SLOPE
REMEDIATION

The NW Ashburton wastewater servicing project will provide
essential wastewater infrastructure to service the Residential
C zoned land, including Allens Road, Carters Road and Farm
Road. The project comprises construction of a new network
wastewater pump station and trunk pipelines. Due to a range
of factors, including Covid-related supply shortages and
material cost increases, and factors relating to the pump
station site and rate of development, the planned project will
cost significantly more than originally budgeted. We had $1.8
million in the budget for the work in 2021/22 but we have
included an additional $3.1million for the project this year
(total $4.9 million).

In 2000, the Ashburton landfill was closed, and the site capped
and grassed as part of the post-closure management plan. The
southwest slope faces the Ashburton River and over time has
been affected by weather and water runoff. The slope needs
capping remediation and fill material added to the slope to
make it less steep and less prone to erosion. This remediation
began last year, and will continue through until 2030/31. We
have budgeted $52,000 this year for this work.

ASHBURTON

GRIT CHAMBER PIPELINE RENEWAL
This year we will build a critical trunk pipeline between the
Trevors Road grit chamber facility and the new Ashburton
River crossing pipeline. The project was signalled in year 2 of
the LTP and construction of this is expected to cost $3.14
million.

SEWERMAIN RENEWALS / RELINING
As part of our ongoing sewer replacement programme, the
following sewermain renewals and relinings have been
identified for Ashburton.

PROPERTY
The new Ashburton Library & Civic Centre (Te Pataka o ka
Tuhituhi and Te Waharoa a Hine Paaka) building is scheduled
to be completed later this year. The LTP had budgeted
$464,000 to upgrade the Balmoral Hall. However, due to
pressures on the overall budget, this activity has been deferred
subject to further review over the coming months.

OPEN SPACES AND RECREATION FACILITIES
This year we will upgrade of Baring Square East to coincide
complement the opening of the new Library & Civic Centre. We
have deferred the Ashburton Domain driveway and
promenade projects due to budget insufficiencies.
Both the Library and EA Networks Centre have moderate
capital expenditure ($500,000 combined) to ensure they
continue to meet community needs.
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